2

The Seven Churches of Revelation: Church Revitalization
Slide Notes for “5 – The Church at Sardis”
Dr. Jim Wicker, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

SBTC pastors have permission to use all of these pictures. They are from Wikimedia commons, personal photos taken by Dr. Wicker, or pictures from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands DVDs by Bible Places.com. See the bibleplaces.com website for additional pictures or information on how to purchase the DVDs. Dr. Wicker reviewed these DVDs in the Fall 2013 issue of the Southwestern Journal of Theology (131-133).
All of the notes below also appear in the “Notes” section of each appropriate PowerPoint slide. However, some viewers (such as Apple products) may not display the notes. So, here are the same notes that are attached to the slides.
01 – These are the ruins of a Byzantine church next to the Temple of Artemis at Sardis. There is more information about this picture below. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

02 – This map shows the location of Patmos as well as the cities of the Seven Churches of Revelation in western Turkey (called Asia Minor in John’s day). John was exiled on Patmos (Rev. 1:9), and he wrote Revelation during the reign of Emperor Domitian. Patmos is located some seventy miles southwest of Ephesus. This is a public domain picture. [http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Seven_churches_of_asia.svg]

03 – These are ruins of Byzantine shops that are next to the Roman gymnasium and the Jewish synagogue at Sardis. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

04 – These are ruins are next to the Roman gymnasium and the Jewish synagogue at Sardis. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

05 – “Jews in Sardis
1. There was a large Jewish Diaspora community in Sardis during Roman times, which may have existed for centuries before. The Sepharad (Aramaic name for Sardis) mentioned in Obadiah 20 (these being exiles from Jerusalem ca. 586 BC) may refer to Sardis. Seleucid King Antiochus III (late third century BC) expanded the Jewish community by means of transferring Jews from Mesopotamia to Lydia.
2. According to Josephus, Jews of Sardis were granted various privileges during the time of Julius Caesar, including the right to send temple tax to Jerusalem, to have a communal life and conduct suits among themselves, and to receive provisions of ritually clean food.
3. The approximately eighty inscriptions found in this ostentatious structure reveal that many Jews held high positions, serving on the city council or as wealthy citizens of Sardis. This synagogue (called Beth Alpha) found next to the Marble Hall attests to this, since it is the largest synagogue ever found. These remains date to the 4th century AD, but the three other levels found show that a structure existed here since the 2nd century AD, although the structure may have served a different purpose (possibly a basilica).”
The picture and notes are from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Sardis, PowerPoint, slide #27 (Tb041405581). Used by permission.
06 – The large Sardis synagogue has beautiful mosaic floors. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Sardis, PowerPoint, slide #30 (Tb041405603). Used by permission.

07 – This picture is of the bema in the Sardis synagogue. The bema is the judgment seat. It is also where the ark was that held the Torah scroll. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Sardis, PowerPoint, slide #31 (tb041405595). Used by permission.

08 – This aerial picture shows the ancient shops, Roman gymnasium, courtyard, and Jewish synagogue at Sardis. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Sardis, PowerPoint, slide #17 (Bb00460029). Used by permission.

09 – This is a view of the restored 3rd-century AD Roman gymnasium at Sardis as seen from the Jewish synagogue. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

10 – This is a close-up view of the restored 3rd-century AD Roman gymnasium at Sardis as seen from the Jewish synagogue. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

11 – This is the frigidarium—the cold swimming pool—in the gymnasium complex at Sardis. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

12 – The 5th-century Byzantine church building (on the left) sits next to the ruins of the large Temple of Artemis at Sardis. It is a reminder that due to the spread of Christianity across the Roman Empire, eventually almost all pagan temples fell into disuse or were converted to Christian church buildings. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

13 – This is a close-up view of the 5th-century Byzantine church building at Sardis. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

14 – This is the large Temple of Artemis at Sardis. The Byzantine church building is visible on the right side. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Sardis, PowerPoint, slide #10 (Tb010701911). Used by permission.

15 – This picture shows how large the capitals are that decorated the top of each column of the Artemis Temple at Sardis. This picture is by Jim Wicker.
