2

The Seven Churches of Revelation: Church Revitalization
Slide Notes for “6 – The Church at Philadelphia”
Dr. Jim Wicker, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

SBTC pastors have permission to use all of these pictures. They are from Wikimedia commons, personal photos taken by Dr. Wicker, or pictures from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands DVDs by Bible Places.com. See the bibleplaces.com website for additional pictures or information on how to purchase the DVDs. Dr. Wicker reviewed these DVDs in the Fall 2013 issue of the Southwestern Journal of Theology (131-133).
All of the notes below also appear in the “Notes” section of each appropriate PowerPoint slide. However, some viewers (such as Apple products) may not display the notes. So, here are the same notes that are attached to the slides.
01 – These are two of the columns from the ancient Church of St. John at Philadelphia. There is more information about this picture below. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

02 – This map shows the location of Patmos as well as the cities of the Seven Churches of Revelation in western Turkey (called Asia Minor in John’s day). John was exiled on Patmos (Rev. 1:9), and he wrote Revelation during the reign of Emperor Domitian. Patmos is located some seventy miles southwest of Ephesus. This is a public domain picture. [http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Seven_churches_of_asia.svg]

03 – Hermus River near Philadelphia. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Philadelphia, PowerPoint, slide #14 (b010801605). Used by permission.

04 – “Historical Background
1. Philadelphia was founded either by Eumenes II, king of Pergamum, or by his younger brother Attalus II, who reigned from 159-138 BC. Founded in honor of Attalus II, the name of the city means “lover of his brother,” and refers to Attalus’ loyalty to his brother in refusing to overthrow him, even amidst encouragement from advisors to do so.
2. About 25 miles (40 km) southeast of Sardis, along the skirts of the Tmolos Mountains, Philadelphia was situated in the valley of the Cogamis River, a southeast offshoot of the Hermus River Valley. A road through the valley provided the best means of ascending to the central plateau. In fact, Philadelphia was located on the junction of several important trade routes, earning it the nickname “gateway to the east.” The city was intended to serve as a base for the spread of Hellenism to the recently-annexed territories of Lydia and Phrygia. 
At the edge of the Katakekaumene (the “burned land”) was a fertile volcanic plain suitable for agriculture, especially grapes, and Philadelphia came to be known for its grape production. It was located in a region plagued by many earthquakes, which severely damaged the city in AD 17 and 23. Out of gratitude to Emperor Tiberius for his help in rebuilding it, the city took on the name Neo Caesarea. Emperor Rasmanianus later changed this name to Plabia, after his wife, but this name also quickly went out of use.” The notes and picture are from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Philadelphia, PowerPoint, slide #3 (tb010801809). Used by permission.
05 – “Religious Background
The city was known as an important religious center, even dubbed “Little Athens” by the 5th century AD. Because of the city’s important grape production, the main deity of the city was Dionysus, the god of wine, and many religious festivals were held at the temple to Dionysus. In addition to the pagan religious practices of the city, Philadelphia also had a high population of Jews.” The notes and picture are from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Philadelphia, PowerPoint, slide #4 (tb010801803). Used by permission.

06 – This is a view of the modern city of Philadelphia as seen from on top of the Acropolis. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Philadelphia, PowerPoint, slide #9 (tb041505665). Used by permission.

07 – This is the excavation of the stage area of the Roman theater at Philadelphia. This picture is from the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands by Bible Places.com, vol. 10: Western Turkey, Philadelphia, PowerPoint, slide #6 (tb041505677). Used by permission.

08 – These two huge columns are some of the remains of the Church of St. John in Philadelphia. Four columns have been excavated and are standing today. Two columns remain unexcavated. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

09 – Here are the other two standing columns of the Church of St. John in Philadelphia. The white minaret of a mosque is visible in the background. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

10 – This close-up picture of the top of one of the columns of the Church of St. John at Philadelphia shows the flat Roman bricks. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

11 – This is an unusual site for western eyes. This is a circumcision parade. The Muslims in Turkey do not circumcise their boys until the age of 7-10 so that the boy will remember it. The parade contains only men and boys, and a long line of cars loaded with men were behind this group. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

12 – The two boys about to be circumcised are dressed up in special clothes and sitting on top of the horse. One wonders if the two boys really know what is about to happen. This picture is by Jim Wicker.

