The Seven Churches of Revelation: Church Revitalization
Slide Notes for “1-B: The Church at Ephesus”
Dr. Jim Wicker, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

All of the pictures in this slide show are copyright free. They are either from Wikimedia commons or they are pictures taken by Dr. Wicker.

All of the notes below also appear in the “Notes” section of each appropriate PowerPoint slide. However, some viewers (such as Apple products) may not display the notes. So, here are the same notes that are attached to the slides.
01 – This is the entrance to the huge Church of St. John at Ephesus. The picture is by Jim Wicker.

02 – This map shows the location of Patmos as well as the cities of the Seven Churches of Revelation in western Turkey (called Asia Minor in John’s day). John was exiled on Patmos (Rev. 1:9), and he wrote Revelation during the reign of Emperor Domitian. Patmos is located some seventy miles southwest of Ephesus. This is a public domain picture. [http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Seven_churches_of_asia.svg]

03 – This picture is the first of five illustrations of how pagan and immoral the people of Ephesus were. This is the Temple of Hadrian. The center of the front archway has a picture of the goddess Fortuna. The center of the back relief has a picture of the goddess Medusa.  The picture is by Jim Wicker.
Ephesus was the most important city Paul visited besides Rome. He came here on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:19-21), and he stayed here at least 27 months on his third journey (Acts 19-20).  Paul wrote the circular letter Ephe​sians to the Christians in Ephesus.  Paul wrote 1-2 Timothy to young Timothy who was a pastor at Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3-4). Church tradition says that John spent the remainder of his days at Ephesus.
04 – This picture is the second illustration of how pagan and immoral the people of Ephesus were. This is the front of the rebuilt Library of Celsus. There is an underground passageway that led to a house of prostitution across the street. So, a man could appear to go to the library but actually go to the house of prostitution. The picture is by Jim Wicker.
05 – This picture is the third illustration of how pagan and immoral the people of Ephesus were. Most ancient people were illiterate. This pictogram shows where a house of prostitution was in ancient Ephesus. It depicts: (1) a prostitute, (2) money (under the prostitute), (3) a heart with many holes in it (places for many lovers for the prostitute) (a shadow from the railing around this pictogram falls across the picture and covers most of the heart, which appears at the intersection of the rails), and (4) a place to put one’s left foot to find the direction of the brothel. The picture is by Jim Wicker.

06 - This picture is the fourth illustration of how pagan and immoral the people of Ephesus were. This lone pillar is all that remains of the Temple of Diana at Ephesus—one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Today this pillar stands in stark contrast to the huge ruins of the Church of St. John. The picture is by Jim Wicker.

07 – This picture is the fifth illustration of how pagan and immoral the people of Ephesus were. This is a statue of Diana. She was the patron goddess of Ephesus. The citizens believe a statue of her dropped down from heaven (not this statue, of course). Historians believe the statues of Diana like this one depict multiple breasts or eggs. So, you may want to use picture #8 instead of this one. The picture is by Jim Wicker.
08 – This is a statue of Diana with a name placard. 

09 – This is the main entrance to the Church of St. John at Ephesus. The picture is by Jim Wicker. It is important to note that this church building was built hundreds of years after John wrote Revelation. All seven churches to which he wrote were house churches at the time. 

10 – These are some ruins of the Church of St. John. If this church building were restored, it would be the seventh largest church building in the world. Some of the stones used in the original church structure came from the dismantled Roman theater at Ephesus. The picture is by Jim Wicker.

11 – This altar area at the Church of St. John is the traditional location of John’s tomb. The picture is by Jim Wicker.

12 – This huge baptistery in the shape of a cross at the Church of St. John is a strong illustration that believer’s baptism has always been by full immersion. The picture is by Jim Wicker.
